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PM Press was founded in 2007 as an independent publisher with  a veteran staff 
boasting a wealth of experience in print and online publishing. We seek to create 
radical and stimulating fiction and non-fiction books, pamphlets, t-shirts, and visual 
and audio materials to entertain, educate, and inspire you. We aim to distribute these 
through every available channel with every available technology.

How does a young person who volunteers to serve in the U.S. military become 
a war-resister who risks ostracism, humiliation, and prison rather than fight? 
Although it is not well publicized, the long tradition of refusing to fight in unjust 
wars continues today within the American military.

In this book, resisters describe in their own words the process they went through, 
from raw recruits to brave refusers. They speak about the brutality and appalling 
violence of war; the constant dehumanizing of the enemy—and of our own 
soldiers—that begins in Basic Training; the demands that they ignore their own 
consciences and simply follow orders. They describe how their ideas about 
the justification for the current wars changed and how they came to oppose 
the policies and practices of the U.S. empire, and even war itself. Some of the 
refusers in this book served one or more tours of duty in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
and returned with serious problems resulting from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder. 
Others heard such disturbing stories of violence from returning vets that they 
vowed not to go themselves. Still others were mistreated in one way or another 
and decided they’d had enough. Every one of them had the courage to say a 
resounding “NO!” The stories in this book provide an intimate, honest look at 
the personal transformation of each of these young people and at the same time 
constitute a powerful argument against militarization and endless war.

Also featured are exclusive interviews with Noam Chomsky and Daniel Ellsberg. 
Chomsky looks at the U.S.-led wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and the potential of 
GI resistance to play a role in bringing the troops home. Ellsberg relates his own 
act of resistance in leaking the Pentagon Papers in 1971 to the current WikiLeaks 
revelations of U.S. military secrets.

About tHe editorS
buff Whitman-bradley, a long-time peace and social justice activist, has been 
working with Courage to Resist since 2003 as an organizer and the originator 
and producer of the Courage to Resist Audio Project. He is also a member of 
¡Presente! a non-violent direct action affinity group actively opposing war and 
empire. He has worked for many years as a professional writer and editor, 
authored and edited educational books and materials, non-fiction books for 
children, and books of poetry.

Sarah Lazare is a writer and organizer in the U.S. anti-war and GI resistance 
movement, as a member of The Civilian-Soldier Alliance and Courage to Resist. 
She is also a co-organizer of the “Dialogues Against Militarism” U.S. war resister 
delegation to Palestine/Israel, to show support for Israeli youth refusing to join 
the military and Palestinians resisting occupation. She is also an independent 
journalist, writing articles for publications ranging from The Nation to Truthout to 
Al Jazeera English.

cynthia Whitman-bradley has been a member of Courage to Resist since 2003 and 
served on the organizing collective from 2003 to 2009. As one of the members of 
the  affinity group, ¡Presente!, she has participated in many direct actions to stop 
the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. With her partner, Buff Whitman-Bradley, she 
co-produced the documentary Outside In.  She is a former elementary school and 
preschool teacher and currently supports women during childbirth as a birth doula.
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